Introduced at the request of the Public Health and Safety Committee:

ORDINANCE 2013-120
AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION BY AIR AMBULANCE; MAKING FINDINGS; DECLARING THAT PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY REQUIRE THE ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICE, ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT, PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 158, ORDINANCE CODE, TO  MED-TRANS CORPORATION D/B/A TRAUMAONE; AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF THE FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT, OR DESIGNEE, TO ISSUE SAID CERTIFICATE; AMENDING THE PROCEDURES SET FORTH IN SECTION 158.205 (Grant of Certificate), Part 2 (Emergency Medical Transportation Services), Chapter 158 (Emergency and Nonemergency Medical Transportation Services), Ordinance Code, REGARDING PROCEDURE FOR REVIEW OF SAID CERTIFICATE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Findings.  The Council finds that:


(a)
Rocky Mountain Holdings d/b/a TraumaOne has provided emergency medical air ambulance service through a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity which was issued by the City of Jacksonville, Certificate Number 2000-222-E (State License No. 0496).


(b)
On or about January 3, 2013, Rocky Mountain Holdings d/b/a TraumaOne assigned its contractual rights to provide emergency medical air ambulance service to Med-Trans Corporation d/b/a TraumaOne. Therefore, Rocky Mountain Holdings d/b/a TraumaOne was desirous to transfer Certificate Number 2000-22-E to Med-Trans Corporation d/b/a TraumaOne to allow the continuation of services to the residents of Jacksonville after January 3, 2013.


(c)
Section 158.214, Ordinance Code, does not permit transfer or assignment of a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity without the submission of a new application.   

(d)
Accordingly, Med-Trans Corporation d/b/a TraumaOne submitted its application for the Certificate of Public Convenience on November 30, 2012.

(e)  The Director of the Fire Rescue Department has reviewed such application, pursuant to Chapter 158, Ordinance Code, and forwarded it to the Council Secretary with a recommendation that such Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity be issued.

(f)
The Council Secretary placed the application with the Public Health and Safety Committee which reviewed said application under the requirements of Chapter 158, Ordinance Code, and, by moving this bill out of committee, has recommended to the full Council that such Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity be issued.

(g)
The Council has considered the recommendation of the Director of the Fire and Rescue Department and the recommendation of the Public Health and Safety Committee and the requirements of Chapter 158, Ordinance Code, for issuance of such certification.

(h) The recommendations of the Director of the Fire and Rescue Department along with the Med-Trans application, and the committee minutes of the Public Health and Safety Committee, with respect to this application, are on file with the Council Secretary and are, by this reference, adopted and incorporated herein, as if set out in their entirety.

Section 2.  
The Council finds that the public convenience and necessity require the issuance of a certificate to Med-Trans Corporation d/b/a TraumaOne, to operate the vehicle(s) listed in its application for emergency medical transportation service with advanced life support.


Section 3.

The Director of the Fire and Rescue Department, or his designee, is hereby authorized to grant the certificate described in Section 1 hereof in accordance with Chapter 158, Ordinance Code.  


Section 4. 
Amend Section 158.205 (Grant of certificate), Part 2 (Emergency Medical Transportation Services), Chapter 158 (Emergency and Nonemergency Medical Transportation Services), Ordinance Code. Section 158.205 (Grant of certificate), Part 2 (Emergency Medical Transportation Services), Chapter 158 (Emergency and Nonemergency Medical Transportation Services), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 158.
Emergency and Nonemergency Medical Transportation Services 

*  *  *

PART 2. Emergency Medical Transportation Services
*  *  *


Sec. 158.205. 
Grant of certificate.
(a)
After the application has been reviewed and determined by the Director to be complete, in the proper form, and the Director has verified the statements on the application, to the best of the Director's ability, the Director shall forward findings and recommendations, and request legislation through the administrative process. Upon the filing of legislation related to the application, the Council Secretary shall forward the legislation to the standing Council Committee that handles such matters (the “Committee”) for recommendation to Council as to appropriate action.  to the Council Secretary for submission to the Public Health and Safety Committee ("PHS"). After the PHS has voted to recommend or deny the application for a certificate, PHS shall communicate those recommendations to the Council Secretary for appropriate action. 

(b)
Before making recommendations to the Council, PHS the Committee shall review all information submitted to the Director and such information that may be submitted to PHS the Committee. PHS The Committee shall consider all matters required by State law including but not limited to F.S. Ch. 401 and other matters it may consider relative including, but not limited to, the following: 

(1)
The population density and composition of the City and the likely areas within which the proposed ALS, BLS, or nonemergency medical transportation service will operate. 

(2)
The need of the people of the City for ALS or BLS service.

(3)
Recommendations of any local or regional trauma agency created pursuant to F.S. Ch. 395, as applicable.

(4)
Recommendations of the Urban Services Districts.

(5)
Qualifications and experience of owners, officers, directors, staff and employees including, but not limited to, paramedics, emergency medical technicians and drivers. 

(6)
Financial resources and responsibility, including but not limited to insurance coverages.

(7)
Efficiency, safety and reliability of the business.

(8)
Compliance with all applicable statutes, ordinances and rules at any level of regulation.

(9)
Results of graded performance, if any, by any agency at any level of regulation.

(10)
Such other factors as may be considered important by the Director or PHS the Committee.

(c)
The Council shall consider the best interests of the community in granting or denying a certificate based on the recommendations of the Director, PHS the Committee, the Urban Services Districts, a local or regional trauma agency created pursuant to F.S. Ch. 395 (as applicable) and on all information submitted to the Director, PHS the Committee and the Council. 


(d)
Every owner of any emergency medical transportation service that obtains a certificate shall operate its respective service consistent with and pursuant to this Chapter and all applicable state laws and regulations. The acceptance of a certificate from the City shall be deemed to be an agreement on the part of the certificate holder that the certificate holder shall operate its business strictly in accordance with all such laws and rules, and amendments thereto. Failure to do so will be cause for investigations that may result in fines, suspension and/or revocation. 

(e)
Certificates are not property but are evidence of the grant of a privilege by the City. All certificates shall be subject to the right of the Council to terminate the emergency medical transportation services system created hereunder and any or all certificates granted hereunder. The Director shall notify all certificate holders of any such legislative proposal 120 days before the Director proposes such action. 

Section 5.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Paige Hobbs Johnston
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